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The ABC’s on the Word of 
God 

רָה׃ יךָ אֶצ ֹּֽ ה חֻקֵֶ֥ ֵ֥ניִ יהְוָָ֗ ב עֲנ  אתִי בְכָל־ל ֵ֭                          קָרָָ֣

ד תֶֹּֽיךָ׃      ה ע  אֶשְמְרָָ֗ ניִ וְְ֝ ֵ֑ יךָ הוֹשִיע                                 קְרָאתִֵ֥

יךֵָ֥ יחִָֹּֽלְתִי׃      עָה לִדְבָרְְ֯ ו ֵ֑ משֶֶף וָאֲשַׁ מְתִי בֵַׁ֭ ָ֣                           קִדַׁ

יחַׁ בְאִמְרָתֶֹּֽךָ׃      שִָ֗ וֹת לְָ֝ שְמֻרֵ֑ ינַׁי אַׁ ו ע ֵ֭                             קִדְמָ֣

ֹּֽניִ׃      י  ךָ חַׁ ֹּֽמִשְפָטֵֶ֥ ה כְ הוָָ֗ ךָ יְְ֝ סְדֵֶ֑ ה כְחַׁ וֹלִי שִמְעָָ֣                        קֵ֭

ה מִתוֹרָתְךֵָ֥ רָחָֹּֽקו׃      י זםִֵָ֑ ָ֣ רְבו ר דְפ                                     קֵָ֭

יךָ אֱמֶֹּֽת׃      ֹּֽכָל־מִצְוֹתֵֶ֥ ה וְ ה יהְוֵָ֑ תָָ֣ וֹב אַׁ                               קָרָ֣

דְתָֹּֽם׃      י לְעוֹלָָ֣ם יסְַׁ יךָ כִִּ֖ ד תֵֶ֑ ע  עְתִי מ  דַׁ דֶם יֵָ֭                          קֶָ֣

ֹּֽחְתִי׃ א שָכָ וֹרָתְךָָ֗ לָ֣ ניִ כִי־תְֹּֽ֝ ֵ֑ לְצ  ֵ֥י וְחַׁ ֹּֽה־עָניְִ                         רְא 

ֹּֽניִ׃      י  ניִ לְאִמְרָתְךֵָ֥ חַׁ ֵ֑ יבִי וגאְָל  ה רִֵ֭                                    רִיבָָ֣

שו׃      א דָרָֹּֽ קֶיךָ לָ֣ ֹּֽי־חְֻ֝ ה כִ ים ישְועֵָ֑ רְשָעִָ֣ וֹק מ                        רָחָ֣

ֹּֽניִ׃      י  יךָ חַׁ ֹּֽמִשְפָטֵֶ֥ ה כְ ים׀ יהְוֵָ֑ בִֵ֥ יךָ רַׁ חֲמִֶּ֖                                 רַׁ

א נטִָֹּֽיתִי׃      יךָ לָ֣ דְוֹתֶָ֗ ע  י מ ְ֝ י וְצָרֵָ֑ ָ֣ בִים ר דְפַׁ                              רֵַׁ֭

א שָמָֹּֽרו׃      מְרָתְךָָ֗ לָ֣ ר אְִ֝ טָה אֲשֵֶ֥ ֹּֽאֶתְקוֹטֵָ֑ גְדִים וָ יתִי ב ֵ֭            רָאִָ֣

ֹּֽניִ׃      י  סְדְךֵָ֥ חַׁ ֹּֽחַׁ ה כְ הוָָ֗ בְתִי יְְ֝ יךָ אָהֵָ֑ ה כִי־פִקודֶָ֣ א                        רְֵ֭

ךָ׃      ט צִדְקֶֹּֽ ֵ֥ ם כָל־מִשְפַׁ לְעוֹלָָ֗ ת וְ֝                     ר אש־דְבָרְךֵָ֥ אֱמֵֶ֑

ד לִבִֹּֽי׃ ֵ֥ רְיךָָ֗ פָחַׁ מִדְבְָ֯ וניִ חִמֵָ֑ם וְ֝ רִים רְדָפָ֣                              שֵָ֭

ב׃      א שָלֵָ֥ל רָֹּֽ מוֹצ ָ֗ ךָ כְְ֝ ֹּֽי עַׁל־אִמְרָתֵֶ֑ נ כִ ש אֵָ֭                             שָָ֣

בָה תוֹרָתְךֵָ֥ אָהָֹּֽבְתִי׃      ֵ֑ ע  נ אתִי וַׁאֲתַׁ קֶר שֵָ֭                              שֶָ֣

ךָ׃      י צִדְקֶֹּֽ ֵ֥ ל מִשְפְט  ָ֗ יךָ עְַׁ֝ לְתִֵ֑ יוֹם הִלַׁ ע בֵַׁ֭ בַׁ                              שֶָ֣

וֹל׃      ֹּֽין־לֵָ֥מוֹ מִכְשֹּֽ ךָ וְא  י תוֹרָתֵֶ֑ ָ֣ ב לְא הֲב  וֹם רֵָ֭                       שָלָ֣

יתִי׃      יךָ עָשִֹּֽ ה וֹּֽמִצְוֹתֵֶ֥ ֹּֽישועָתְךָָ֣ יהְוֵָ֑ רְתִי לִ ָ֣                          שִבַׁ

ד׃      ם מְא ֹּֽ ֵ֥ יךָ וָא הֲב  ד תֵֶ֑ פְשִי ע  ה נֵַׁ֭ מְרָָ֣                                    שָֹּֽ

י נגְֶדֶֹּֽךָ׃      ָ֣ י כָל־דְרָכַׁ יךָ כִִּ֖ ד תֵֶ֑ קודֶיךָ וְע  רְתִי פִֵ֭ ָ֣                      שָמַׁ

ֹּֽניִ׃ ה כִדְבָרְךֵָ֥ הֲבִינ  י לְפָנֶָ֣יךָ יהְוֵָ֑ ב רִמתִָָ֣ ַ֤                           תִקְרַׁ

ֹּֽניִ׃      צִיל  אִמְרָתְךָָ֗ הַׁ י לְפָנֵֶ֑יךָ כְְ֝ וֹא תְחִמתִָָ֣                              תָבָ֣

ניִ חֻקֶֹּֽיךָ׃      ָ֣ םְד  י תְלַׁ ה כִִּ֖ י תְהִלֵָ֑ ָ֣ עְנהָ שְפָתַׁ ָ֣ בַׁ                             תַׁ

יךָ צֶֹּֽדֶק׃      י כָל־מִצְוֹתֶָ֣ ךָ כִִּ֖ שוֹניִ אִמְרָתֵֶ֑ ן לְֵ֭ עַׁ ָ֣                          תַׁ

יךָ בָחָֹּֽרְתִי׃      י פִקודֶָ֣ ניִ כִִּ֖ ֵ֑                                תְהִֹּֽי־ידְָךֵָ֥ לְעָזרְ 

עֲשֻעָֹּֽי׃      וֹרָתְךָָ֗ שַׁ תֹּֽ ה וְְ֝ ֹּֽישועָתְךָָ֣ יהְוֵָ֑ בְתִי לִ ָ֣                         תָאַׁ

ניִ׃      ךָ יַׁעֲזרְֹֻּֽ ךָ וֹּֽמִשְפָטֵֶ֥ ֹּֽלְלֵֶ֑ תְהַׁ פְשִי וֹּֽ                               תְֹּֽחִי־נֵַׁ֭

ֹּֽחְתִי׃      א שָכָ יךָ לָ֣ צְוֹתֶָ֗ י מְִ֝ ךָ כִֵ֥ בְדֵֶ֑ ש עַׁ ָ֣ ק  ד בַׁ ב  ה א ֵ֭ יתִי כְשֶָ֣        תָעִָ֗

I. The LORD’s Presence (vv. 145-152) 

A common verb links v. 145 (ar*q* “to call, or 
cry”) with v. 146 (ar*q* “to call, or cry”) 

A common verb also links v. 147 (<d^q* 
“anticipate”) with v. 148 (<d^q* “anticipate”) 

I. The LORD’s Presence (vv. 145-152) 

    A. Near to the LORD (vv. 145-148) 

         1. Prayer Should Not be Separated from 
Obedience (vv. 145b, 146b) 

             a) Guard (hr*{Xa#) 

             b) Keep (hr*m=v=a#w=) 

              - Without serious moral commitment, 
supplication is merely self-seeking: 

I. The LORD’s Presence (vv. 145-152) 
    A. Near to the LORD (vv. 145-148) 
         1. Prayer Should Not be Separated from 

Obedience (vv. 145b, 146b) 
         2. Prayer Should Not be Separated from Self-

Denial (vv. 147a) 
               a) Rise Before the Dawn (pv#N#b ̂yT!m=D^q!) 
               - Not that our urgency is unimportant, but with 

prayer there should an element of sacrificial 
commitment:  

           3. Prayer Should Not be Separated from the 
Word (v. 149, cf. vv. 147b, 148b) 

                a) The Psalmist Appeals Based upon the 
LORD’s Character: 

                b) The Psalmist Appeals Based upon the 
LORD’s Word: 

I. The LORD’s Presence (vv. 145-152) 

    A. Near to the LORD (vv. 145-148) 

    B. The LORD is Near (vv. 149-152) 

Two ‘nearnesses’ contrasted: 

         1. The Nearness of the Wicked (v. 
150a) 

              a) They are Far (Wqj*r*) from the 
Torah (v. 150b) 

              b) They are Far (qojr*) from 
Deliverance (v. 155)  
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I. The LORD’s Presence (vv. 145-152) 

    A. Near to the LORD (vv. 145-148) 

    B. The LORD is Near (vv. 149-152) 

Two ‘nearnesses’ contrasted: 

         1. The Nearness of the Wicked (v. 150a) 

         2. The Nearness of the LORD (v. 151a) 

              a) The LORD’s Nearness is Based on His 
Unchanging Love (v. 149a) 

              b) The LORD’s Nearness is Based on His 
Unchanging Word (v. 151, 152a)  

I. The LORD’s Presence (vv. 145-152) 

II. The LORD’s Reliability and Mercy (vv. 153-160) 

     A. The LORD Reliable (vv. 154b, 156b, 159b) 

          1. Revive Me According to Your Promise (v. 
154b) 

          2. Revive Me According to Your Ordinances (v. 
156b) 

          3. Revive Me According to Your 
Lovingkindness (v. 159b) 

     B. The Word Reliable (v. 160) 

           1. Truth (tm#a$) 

           2. Righteous  (;q#d=x!) 

           3. Everlasting (<l*oul=W) 

I. The LORD’s Presence (vv. 145-152) 

II. The LORD’s Reliability and Mercy (vv. 153-
160) 

     A. The LORD Reliable (vv. 154b, 156b, 159b) 

     B. The Word Reliable (v. 160) 

     C. The LORD Merciful (vv. 153-160) 

         A. Look (ha*r*) My Need (vv. 153-154) 

              B. The Wicked (v. 155) 

                    C. Many (<yB!r)̂ Mercies (v. 156) 

                    C’ Many (<yB!r)̂ Adversaries (v. 157) 

               B’ The Wicked (v. 158) 

         A’ Look (ha*r*) My Love (vv. 159-160) 

The Lord’s love runs to meet us and 
is more than able to match or cover 

every threat: 

I. The LORD’s Presence (vv. 145-152) 

II. The LORD’s Reliability and Mercy (vv. 153-
160) 

III. The Life that Honors the LORD (vv. 161-
168) 

        A. The Constant Heart (vv. 161-163) 

             1. The Constant Heart Fears (v. 161) 

             2. The Constant Heart Treasures (v. 
162; cf. vv. 72, 127) 

             3. The Constant Heart Loves (v. 163; cf. 
vv. 97, 113b, 119b) 

I. The LORD’s Presence (vv. 145-152) 
II. The LORD’s Reliability and Mercy (vv. 153-

160) 
III. The Life that Honors the LORD (vv. 161-

168) 
        A. The Constant Heart (vv. 161-163) 
        B. The Constant Life (vv. 164-166) 
             1. It is Praiseful (v. 164) 
              - Not merely morning and evening, not 

merely 3x a day, but 7x: 

I. The LORD’s Presence (vv. 145-152) 
II. The LORD’s Reliability and Mercy (vv. 153-160) 
III. The Life that Honors the LORD (vv. 161-168) 
        A. The Constant Heart (vv. 161-163) 
        B. The Constant Life (vv. 164-166) 
             1. It is Praiseful (v. 164) 
             2. It is Without a Stumbling Block (v. 165) 
              - It is a life determined to be constant under 

pressure and in devotion: 
                     We are going to encounter moral conflict:  
                     We are not going to go unchallenged in our 

constancy: 
                    We will face the challenge of what we will 

love and what we will hate: 
                    The battle is for patient continuance: 

I. The LORD’s Presence (vv. 145-152) 

II. The LORD’s Reliability and Mercy (vv. 153-160) 

III. The Life that Honors the LORD (vv. 161-168) 

        A. The Constant Heart (vv. 161-163) 

        B. The Constant Life (vv. 164-166) 

             1. It is Praiseful (v. 164) 

             2. It is Without a Stumbling Block (v. 165) 

             3. It is Obedient (v. 166) 

I. The LORD’s Presence (vv. 145-152) 
II. The LORD’s Reliability and Mercy (vv. 153-

160) 
III. The Life that Honors the LORD (vv. 161-

168) 
        A. The Constant Heart (vv. 161-163) 
        B. The Constant Life (vv. 164-166) 
        C. The Constant Keeper (vv. 167-168) 
             1. Keeping that is Accompanied with 

Love (v. 167) 
             2. Keeping that is Aimed at Pleasing (v. 

168) 

I. The LORD’s Presence (vv. 145-152) 

II. The LORD’s Reliability and Mercy (vv. 153-160) 

III. The Life that Honors the LORD (vv. 161-168) 

IV. The Life that Leans on the LORD (vv. 169-176) 

      A. The Voice of Petition and Praise (vv. 169-172) 

           1. Petition for the LORD’s Responsiveness (vv. 
169-170) 

                a) Petition for Responsiveness (vv. 169a, 
170a) 

                     (i) Inwardly (Understanding) (v. 169b) 

                     (ii) Outwardly (Deliver) (v. 170b) 

                b) Petition for Responsiveness Based on the 
Word (vv. 169b, 170b) 
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I. The LORD’s Presence (vv. 145-152) 

II. The LORD’s Reliability and Mercy (vv. 153-160) 

III. The Life that Honors the LORD (vv. 161-168) 

IV. The Life that Leans on the LORD (vv. 169-176) 

      A. The Voice of Petition and Praise (vv. 169-172) 

           1. Petition for the LORD’s Responsiveness (vv. 
169-170) 

           2. Petition for the Psalmist’s Responsiveness 
(vv. 171-172) 

                a) Petition for Responsiveness (vv. 171a, 
172a) 

                b) Petition for Responsiveness Based on the 
Word (vv. 171b, 172b) 

I. The LORD’s Presence (vv. 145-152) 
II. The LORD’s Reliability and Mercy (vv. 153-160) 
III. The Life that Honors the LORD (vv. 161-168) 
IV. The Life that Leans on the LORD (vv. 169-176) 
      A. The Voice of Petition and Praise (vv. 169-172) 
      B. The Voice of Testimony (vv. 173-176) 
           1. Expressed: 
                a) I Have Chosen (v. 173b) 
                b) I Long For (v. 174a) 
                c) I Delight (v. 174b) 
                d) I Do Not Forget (v. 176b) 
          2. Arising From: 
               a) Will (v. 173) 
               b) Affections (v. 174) 
               c) Mind/Memory (v. 176) 

I. The LORD’s Presence (vv. 145-152) 

II. The LORD’s Reliability and Mercy (vv. 
153-160) 

III. The Life that Honors the LORD (vv. 161-
168) 

IV. The Life that Leans on the LORD (vv. 
169-176) 

      A. The Voice of Petition and Praise (vv. 
169-172) 

      B. The Voice of Testimony (vv. 173-176) 

      C. The Voice of Utter Dependence (vv. 
173a, 175, 176a) 


