
7/3/2011 

1 

The ABC’s on the Word of 
God 

י      קָֹֽ שְׁ ע ֹֽ נִׂי לְׁ נִׂיח ֵ֗ דֶק בַּל־תַַּּ֝ ט וָצֶֶ֑ פָָּ֣ שְׁ י מִׂ יתִׂ שִׂ                         ׃עָָ֭

ֹֽים      נִׂי ז דִׂ ֻ֥ ק  שְׁ ֹֽל־יַּעַּ וֹב אַּ טֶ֑ ךָּ֣ לְׁ דְׁ בְׁ ב עַּ                               ׃עֲר ָּ֣

ך      קֶֹֽ דְׁ ת צִׂ ֻ֥ רַּ מְׁ אִׂ ך וּלְׁ ֹֽישוּעָתֶֶ֑ וּ לִׂ ינַּי כָלָּ֣                               ׃ע ָ֭

ֹֽנִׂי      ד  מְׁ יך לַּ קֶֻ֥ ך וְׁח  דֵֶ֗ סְׁ חַּ ךֻ֥ כְׁ דְׁ בְׁ ה עִׂם־עַּ ֵׂ֖                           ׃עֲש 

ד תֶֹֽיך      ה ע  עֵָ֗ דְׁ א  נִׂי וְַּׁ֝ ֶ֑ ינ  נִׂי הֲבִׂ ך־אָֻ֥ דְׁ בְׁ                                  ׃עַּ

רוּ תוֹרָתֶֹֽך      פ ֵ֗ ה ה ַּ֝ יהוֶָ֑ וֹת לַּ עֲשָּ֣ ת לַּ                                   ׃ע ָ֭

פָֹֽז      ב וּמִׂ זהָָֻ֥ יך מִׂ וֹתֶֶ֑ צְׁ י מִׂ תִׂ בְׁ ָּ֣ ן אָהַּ                               ׃עַּל־כ ָ֭

י      ֹֽאתִׂ קֶר שָנ  ח שֶָּ֣ רַּ י כָל־א ֵׂ֖ תִׂ רְׁ ל יִׂשֶָ֑ י כ ָּ֣ וּד  קָּ֣ ן׀ כָל־פִׂ ֵּ֤        ׃עַּל־כ 

י      ֹֽ שִׂ ם נַּפְׁ תַּ ן נְׁצָרָֻ֥ ֵ֗ יך עַּל־כ ַּ֝ וֹתֶֶ֑ דְׁ וֹת ע  לָאֻ֥                                ׃פְׁ

ֹֽים      תָיִׂ ין פְׁ ֻ֥ בִׂ יר מ  יך יאִֵָׂ֗ בָרֶֻ֥ ח דְׁ תַּ ֵׂ֖                                        ׃פ 

י      תִׂ יך יאָָֹֽבְׁ וֹתֶָּ֣ צְׁ מִׂ י לְׁ ֵׂ֖ פָה כִׂ אֶָ֑ י וָאֶשְׁ תִׂ רְׁ עַּ ֹֽי־פָָ֭                          ׃פִׂ

מֶֹֽך      י שְׁ ֻ֥ א הֲב  ט לְׁ פֵָ֗ שְׁ מִׂ נִׂי כְַּׁ֝ ֶ֑ חָנ  ֻ֥י וְׁ לַּ נ ה־א                                ׃פְׁ

י כָל־אָֹֽוֶן      ֻ֥ לֶט־בִׂ שְׁ ֹֽאַל־תַּ ך וְׁ רָתֶֶ֑ מְׁ אִׂ ן בְׁ ָּ֣ י הָכ  עָמַּ                     ׃פְָׁ֭

קוּדֶֹֽיך      ה פִׂ רֵָ֗ מְׁ אֶשְׁ ם וְַּׁ֝ שֶק אָדֶָ֑ ע ָּ֣ נִׂי מ  ד                                  ׃פְָׁ֭

קֶֹֽיך      נִׂי אֶת־ח  ד ֵ֗ מְׁ לַּ ך וְַּׁ֝ דֶֶ֑ בְׁ עַּ ר בְׁ ָּ֣ ניֶך הָא                                ׃פָָ֭

וּ תוֹרָתֶֹֽך      רֻ֥ ל לֹא־שָמְׁ ֵ֗ י עַַּּ֝ ינֶָ֑ וּ ע  דָּ֣ יִׂם ירְָׁ ג י־מַָּ֭ לְׁ                      ׃פַּ

פָטֶֹֽיך      שְׁ ר מִׂ ישֵָָ֗ ה וְַּׁ֝ ה יְׁהוֶָ֑ תָָּ֣ יק אַּ ָּ֣ דִׂ                                      ׃צַּ

ד      א ֹֽ ֹֽאֱמוּנָֻ֥ה מְׁ יך וֶ ד תֶֶ֑ דֶק ע  יתָ צֶָּ֣ וִּׂ                                       ׃צִָׂ֭

י      יך צָרָֹֽ בָרֶָּ֣ וּ דְׁ חֵׂ֖ ֹֽי־שָכְׁ י כִׂ ֶ֑ נְׁאָתִׂ נִׂי קִׂ תְׁ ֻ֥ תַּ מְׁ                              ׃צִׂ

בָֹֽהּ      ךֻ֥ אֲה  דְׁ בְׁ ֹֽעַּ ד וְׁ א ֵ֗ ךֻ֥ מְׁ רָתְׁ מְׁ ה אִׂ                                  ׃צְׁרוּפֵָׂ֖

י      תִׂ ֹֽחְׁ א שָכָ יך לָֹּ֣ דֵֶ֗ ק  זֶֶ֑ה פִַּׂ֝ נִׂבְׁ י וְׁ ָּ֣ יר אָנ כִׂ ָּ֣                               ׃צָעִׂ

ךֻ֥ אֱמֶֹֽת      ֹֽתוֹרָתְׁ ם וְׁ עוֹלֶָ֑ דֶק לְׁ ךָּ֣ צֶָּ֣ קָתְׁ דְׁ                                  ׃צִׂ

עָֹֽי      עֲש  יך שַּ וֹתֵֶ֗ צְׁ וּנִׂי מִַּׂ֝ צָאֶ֑ וֹק מְׁ                                ׃צַּר־וּמָצֻ֥

ֹֽה      יֶ ֻ֥נִׂי וְׁאֶחְׁ ינ  ם הֲבִׂ עוֹלֵָ֗ יך לְׁ וֹתֶֻ֥ דְׁ דֶק ע                                  ׃צֵֶׂ֖

 

I. In God’s Service (vv. 121-128) 

II. On God’s Side (vv. 129-136) 

III. With God Striving (vv. 137-144) 

I. In God’s Service (vv. 121-128) 

(v. 113) yT!b=h*a* ;t=r*otw=  yt!an@c* <yp!u&s@ 
     a. The Divided  (<yp!u&s@) I hate (yt!an@c* ) 

          b. The Law (;t=r*otw= ) I love (yT!b=h*a* ) 

Notice the objects of “hate” and “love” are 
placed to the fore: 

Notice there is decisiveness in the response 
of the affections to the two objects: 

This is not a natural response: 

A. Love (yT!b=h*a*) and Protection (vv. 113-

114) 

      B. Discriminating Way of the Godly (v. 
115) 

           C. Petition for Support (yn!k@m=s*) (v. 116) 

 

           C’ Petition for Support (yn!d@u*s=) (v. 117) 

      B’ Discriminating Way of God (v. 118) 

A’ Love (yT!b=ĥa*) and Fear (vv. 119-120) 

I. In God’s Service (vv. 121-128) 

    A. The Servant of YHWH (vv. 121-125) 

         1. The Relational Affirmation (vv. 122, 
124, 125) 

              a) Affirmed (vv. 122, 124) 

              “Be surety for Your servant (;D=b=û)” (v. 
122) 

              “Deal with Your servant (;D=b=û)” (v. 124) 

              b) Emphatically Stated (v. 125) 

              yn!a*-;D=b=û “A servant of You I am”  

I. In God’s Service (vv. 121-128) 

    A. The Servant of YHWH (vv. 121-125) 

         1. The Relational Affirmation (vv. 122, 
124, 125) 

         2. The Devotional Affirmation – 
Waiting, Enduring, Even to Exhaustion (v. 
123)  

         3. The Ethical Affirmation (v. 121a) 
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I. In God’s Service (vv. 121-128) 
    A. The Servant of YHWH (vv. 121-125) 
    B. The Supplication of the Servant to YHWH (v. 

126, cf. 121a, 122a, 124a) 
 The same term in Hebrew (hc*u*) links v. 121 with 

126: 
 The LORD’s servant sees, in spite of his 

determination to be a light in the world, oppressive 
and arrogant people seemingly becoming dominant:   

How much longer can he hold out (v. 123)?  
 I have ‘done’ but I don’t know how much more I can 

do: 
 The servant’s zeal is for the LORD’s honor (v. 

126b) 
Divine truth has been discounted and he desires 

divine action: 

I. In God’s Service (vv. 121-128) 
    A. The Servant of YHWH (vv. 121-125) 
    B. The Supplication of the Servant to YHWH (v. 126, cf. 

121a, 122a, 124a) 
    C. The Servant’s Continued Commitment to YHWH (vv. 

127-128) 
         1. The Servant Loving What is Right (vv. 127-128a) 
              a) The Word is His Chief Treasure (v. 127) 
              b) The Word is Complete in Correctness (v. 128a) 
 Note the threefold usage of (lK*…lk{…lK*)                    
 “All Your precepts in every matter”  
 A by-product of the Word’s universally applicable 

infallible standards is a hatred of all expressions and 
exhibitions of falsity:   

         2. The Servant Loathing What is Wrong (v. 128b) 

I. In God’s Service (vv. 121-128) 

II. On God’s Side (vv. 129-136) 

 Affirmations (vv. 129-131) 

Petitions (vv. 132-135) 

Summation (v. 136) 

I. In God’s Service (vv. 121-128) 
II. On God’s Side (vv. 129-136) 
      A. The Appreciation of the Word by the Psalmist (v. 

129) 
           B. The Psalmist and the Obedient (vv. 130-132) 
                   a. Light and the Word – Illumination, 

Propositional (v. 130) 
                          b. Divine Mercy (vv. 131-132) 
           B’ The Psalmist and the Disobedient (vv. 133-135) 
                          b’ Divine Redemption (vv. 133-134) 
                   a’ Light and the Lord – Illumination, Personal 

(v. 135) 
     A’ The Lack of Appreciation of the Word by Others (v. 

136) 

I. In God’s Service (vv. 121-128) 
II. On God’s Side (vv. 129-136) 
      A. The Psalmist and His Affirmations (vv. 129-

131) 
           1. The Extraordinary Nature of the Word (v. 

129a) 
           2. The Value of Illumination from the Word (v. 

130) 
           3. The Insatiable Desire for the Word – The 

Hungry Soul (v. 131) 
                a) “Opened my Mouth” (T!r=u^p*-yP!) – 

Expecting to be Fed: 
                b) “Panted” (hp*a*v=a#w*)– Eager for Full 

Sustenance and Satisfaction: 

I. In God’s Service (vv. 121-128) 
II. On God’s Side (vv. 129-136) 
      A. The Psalmist and His Affirmations (vv. 

129-131) 
      B. The Psalmist and His Needs (vv. 133-135) 
           1. The Need for Stability – Stabilize My 

Steps (v. 133) 
           2. The Need for Deliverance (v. 134)  
           3. The Need for Communion (v. 135) 
                a) The LORD’s Personal Blessing – 

Grace (v. 135a) 
               b) The LORD’s Personal Instruction (v. 

135b) 

I. In God’s Service (vv. 121-128) 

II. On God’s Side (vv. 129-136) 

      A. The Psalmist and His Affirmations (vv. 
129-131) 

      B. The Psalmist and His Needs (vv. 133-135) 

      C. The Psalmist and His Burden (v. 136) 

           1. The Effect of His Burden (v. 136a) 

           2. The Reason for His Burden (v. 136b)  

                - Tears stream down from my eyes like a 
river, because people do not obey Your 
teachings:  

I. In God’s Service (vv. 121-128) 
II. On God’s Side (vv. 129-136) 
III. With God Striving – God’s Way the Right Way 

(vv. 137-144) 
 The psalmist enthusiastically praises YHWH and the 

Torah: 
 The two go hand-in-hand, because the LORD 

perfectly and eternally expresses and conveys 
Himself in His word: 

       a)He is righteous (v. 137) 
             b) His Testimonies are Commanded in 

Righteousness (v. 138) 
       a) His own Righteousness is Everlasting (v. 142) 
             b) His word is righteous (v. 144) 
 The match between the two is perfect: 

I. In God’s Service (vv. 121-128) 

II. On God’s Side (vv. 129-136) 

III. With God Striving – God’s Way the Right 
Way (vv. 137-144) 

       A. The Word Expresses the LORD (vv. 
137-138) 

            1. It Reveals His Decisions (v. 137b) 

            2. It Reveals His Mind (v. 138a) 

            3. It Reveals His Will (v. 138a) 

            4. It Reveals His Righteousness (v. 
137, 142, 144)  
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I. In God’s Service (vv. 121-128) 

II. On God’s Side (vv. 129-136) 

III. With God Striving – God’s Way the Right 
Way (vv. 137-144) 

       A. The Word Expresses the LORD (vv. 
137-138)  

       B. The Word Captivates the LORD’s 
Servant (vv. 139-140) 

            1. My Zeal Consumes Me (yt!a*n=q! 
yn!t=t^M=x!) (v. 139a) 

            2. My Heart Goes Out in Love (Hb*h@a& 
;D=b=u^w=) (v. 140b) 

I. In God’s Service (vv. 121-128) 

II. On God’s Side (vv. 129-136) 

III. With God Striving – God’s Way the Right Way 
(vv. 137-144) 

       A. The Word Expresses the LORD (vv. 137-138)  

       B. The Word Captivates the LORD’s Servant (vv. 
139-140) 

       C. The Word Pre-Occupies the Servant’s Mind (vv. 
141-142) 

            1. Regardless of My Status (“small”) (v. 141a) 

            2. Regardless of My Repute (“despised”) (v. 
141a) 

            3. Unimportant to Holding the Word Clearly 
in Mind (yT!j=k*v* aO) (v. 141b)  

I. In God’s Service (vv. 121-128) 
II. On God’s Side (vv. 129-136) 
III. With God Striving – God’s Way the Right Way 

(vv. 137-144) 
       A. The Word Expresses the LORD (vv. 137-138)  
       B. The Word Captivates the LORD’s Servant (vv. 

139-140) 
       C. The Word Pre-Occupies the Servant’s Mind (vv. 

141-142) 
       D. The Word Brings Vitality to the Servant (vv. 

143-144)  
            - Trouble and anguish can threaten quality of life 

(v. 143a) 
            - But the Word imparts a different quality – 

Delight (v. 143b) 
            - Hence the prayer for understanding (v. 144b) 


