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Affliction acts as a means of 
wholesome discipline leading the 

godly to more highly value the truth 
and promises of God: 

The ABC’s on the Word of 

God 

ך   ִֽ דְבָר  ה כִּ הוָָ֗ ִֽם־עַבְדְךָ֑ יְְ֝ יתָ עִּ ִׂ֣                            ׃ט֭וֹב עָשִּ

י      אֱמִָֽנתְִּ יך ה  ִׂ֣ צְוֹת  י בְמִּ ִּ֖ נִּי כִּ ָ֑ עַת לַמְד  עַם וָדִַׂ֣                ׃ט֤וּב טִַׂ֣

י      מְרָתְךָ֥ שָמִָֽרְתִּ ה אִּ עַתָָ֗ ג וְְ֝ ָ֑ ִׂ֣י שגֹ  עֱנ ה אֲנִּ ם א ֭ ר  ִׂ֣                 ׃ט 

ִֽיך      נִּי חֺק  ָ֥ יב לַמְד  טִָּ֗ ה וּמ                                   ׃טוֹב־אַתָָ֥

ִֽיך      קוּד  ר פִּ ֹ֬ ב׀ אֱצ ֤ י בְכָל־ל  נִָּ֗ ים אְֲ֝ ָ֑ ר ז דִּ ק  ִׂ֣ י ש           ׃טָפְל֬וּ עָלִַׂ֣

י      עְתִּ עֲשִָֽ ִֽ י תוֹרָתְךָ֥ שִּ נִָּ֗ ם אְֲ֝ בָָ֑ ב לִּ ל  ִׂ֣ ש כַח                       ׃טָפִַׂ֣

ִֽיך      ד חֺק  לְמַָ֥ עַן א  מַָ֗ י לְְ֝ ָ֑יתִּ ִֽי־עֺנ  ָ֥י כִּ וֹב־לִּ                         ׃טִֽ

ף      ִֽס  ב וָכָ י זהָָָ֥ אַלְפ ָ֗ יך מ ְ֝ ָ֑ וֹרַת־פִּ ָ֥י תִֽ וֹב־לִּ                        ׃טִֽ

 

ִֽיך צְוֹת  ה מִּ לְמְדָָ֥ נִּי וְא  ינ ָ֗ בִּ וּנִּי הְֲ֝ ִֽיכְוֹננְָ֑ שוּנִּי וַ יך עָ֭ ִׂ֣                 ׃ידָ 

י      דְבָרְךִׂ֣ יִּחִָֽלְתִּ י לִּ ִּ֖ חוּ כִּ וּנִּי וְיִּשְמָָ֑ יך יִּרְאִׂ֣ א  ר                         ׃יְ֭

נִּיתִָֽנִּי      ה עִּ אֱמוּנָָ֗ יך ו ְ֝ ָ֑ שְפָט  ק מִּ ד  ִׂ֣ י־צ  הוָה כִּ י יְ֭ עְתִּ                  ׃ידִַָׂ֣

ִֽך      מְרָתְךָ֥ לְעַבְד  נִּי כְאִּ ָ֑ י־נִָׂ֣א חַסְדְךִׂ֣ לְנחֲַמ                          ׃יהְִּ

עֲשֺעִָֽי      וֹרָתְךָ֗ שִַֽ י־תְִֽ֝ ָ֑ה כִּ ִֽחְי  יך וְא  ִׂ֣ וּנִּי רַחֲמ                        ׃יבְאִֹׂ֣

ִֽיך      קוּד  יחַ בְפִּ ָ֥ י אָשִּ נִָּ֗ וּנִּי אְֲ֝ וְּתָ֑ ר עִּ ק  ִׂ֣ י־ש  ים כִּ דִּ שוּ ז ֭ ִֹׂ֣              ׃י ב

ִֽיך      דתֹ  ו ע  ע ָ֗ ידְְֹ֯ יך וְְ֝ ָ֑ א  י ירְ  ִׂ֣ וּבוּ לִּ                                     ׃ישִָׂ֣

בִֽוֹש      א א  עַן לִׂ֣ מַָ֗ יך לְְ֝ ָ֑ ים בְחֺק  ִׂ֣ י תָמִּ ִׂ֣ בִּ ִֽי־לִּ                          ׃יהְִּ

f y 
• In the previous stanza we saw the need for 

„thoughtful self-reformation,‟ the need to order 
one‟s life: 

• In this stanza the psalmist dwells on the 
LORD‟s sovereign hand in ordering or 
directing our lives: 

•  Previously in stanza [d] „Daleth‟ (vv. 25-32) 
there was a focus on „running the LORD‟s 
way‟ (v. 32) (5x [vv. 26, 27, 29, 30, 32] in that 
stanza a line began with the word “way” 
[Er#D#]): 

• Here in this stanza [f] „Teth‟ the word “good” 

[bof] begins 5 lines (vv. 65, 66, 68, 71, 72): 

       1) The Positive Value of Suffering – “Good 

to Me” [yl!-bof] (v. 71, cf. Deut 8:16) 

       2) The Preciousness of the Torah – “Good to 

Me” [yl!-bof] (v. 72) 
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• Here in this stanza [f] „Teth‟ the word “good” 
[bof] begins 5 lines (vv. 65, 66, 68, 71, 72): 

       1) The Positive Value of Suffering – “Good to 
Me” [yl!-bof] (v. 71, cf. Deut 8:16) 

       2) The Preciousness of the Torah – “Good to 
Me” [yl!-bof] (v. 72) 

            - Note the graphically portrayed divine 
origin of the Torah [tr^ot] – “Of Your Mouth” 
[;yP!-] 

       3) The Precious Character and Positive Acts of 
God – “Good You are and Doing Good” [byf!m@W 
hT*a^-bof] (v. 68) 

 

I. The Benefits of Affliction – As to Me (vv. 65-

72) 

II. The Benefits of Affliction – As to Others 

(vv. 73-80) 

I. The Benefits of Affliction – As to Me (vv. 65-72) 

    A. The Surprising Benefits of Affliction (vv. 65-67) 

         1. The Confession of the LORD’s Goodness (v. 
65a) 

 In spite of –  

               1) The Contempt (v. 22) 

               2) The Personal Persecution (v. 23) 

               3) The Derision Generally (v. 51) 

 The psalmist‟s evaluation is that God‟s dealings (hc*u*) 
with him (;D=b=û-<u!) have been good and gracious: 

 Everything that has befallen him is the good and well-
meaning appointment of the God of salvation according 
to the plan and order of salvation of His word: 
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I. The Benefits of Affliction – As to Me (vv. 65-72) 

    A. The Surprising Benefits of Affliction (vv. 65-
67) 

         1. The Confession of the LORD’s Goodness 
(v. 65a) 

         2. The Request for Further Enlightenment 
(v. 66a) 

             - He confidently prays for a sense of „taste‟ 
(<ûf̂): 

             - The request is for a fine „taste‟ and 
„delicate feeling‟ which are like a new sense: 

             - He desires a palate for life: 

             - That he might profit more from God‟s 
providential dealings: 

I. The Benefits of Affliction – As to Me (vv. 65-72) 

    A. The Surprising Benefits of Affliction (vv. 65-67) 

         1. The Confession of the LORD’s Goodness (v. 
65a) 

         2. The Request for Further Enlightenment (v. 
66a) 

         3. The Confession of Confidence in the LORD’s 
Commands (v. 66b) 

             - He looks to them, he trusts (yT!n=m*a$h#) in them (cf. 
42b, 43b) as his guides (cf. 24b):  

         4. The Confession of Correction (v. 67) 

             - “Sweet are the uses of adversity”  

             - The afflictions, which he has suffered, have been 
good for him: 

I. The Benefits of Affliction – As to Me (vv. 65-72) 

    A. The Surprising Benefits of Affliction (vv. 65-67) 

    B. The Benefits of  a Resolute Heart and Rejoicing in 
Affliction (vv. 68-70) 

God is good and does good, therefore we can be ready 
pupils in His school: 

         1. Commitment to Learning – Teach Me (yn!d@M=l̂) 
(v. 68b) 

         2. Commitment to Wholehearted (bl@-lk*B=) 
Trusteeship (rXa$) of His Word (v. 69) 

         3. Commitment to Develop True Sensitivity of 
Heart Delighting in the Torah (v. 70) 

             - Their heart (<B*l!) is „dull, insensitive to spiritual 
things‟ (bl#j@K̂ vpf̂*):  

             - My heart is unlike theirs – “delight” (yTy=v*u&v!): 

I. The Benefits of Affliction – As to Me (vv. 65-

72) 

    A. The Surprising Benefits of Affliction (vv. 

65-67) 

    B. The Benefits of  a Resolute Heart and 

Rejoicing in Affliction (vv. 68-70) 

   C. The Benefits of the School of Affliction (vv. 

71-72) 

        1. He Learned the LORD’s Word (v. 71b) 

        2. He Learned to Value the LORD’s 

Word (v. 72) 

I. The Benefits of Affliction – As to Me (vv. 65-

72) 

II. The Benefits of Affliction – As to Others 

(vv. 73-80) 

In the previous stanza there was the benefit of 

affliction upon the psalmist (vv. 65a, 67-68a, 

71-72) 

But here we see his desire for his affliction to 

benefit and touch others (vv. 74, 79)  

I. The Benefits of Affliction – As to Me (vv. 65-72) 

II. The Benefits of Affliction – As to Others (vv. 73-80) 

     A. Agents in Affliction (vv. 78, cf. 69a, 73a, 75) 

          1. The Hostile People (vv. 78, 69a) 

              a) The Arrogant (<yd!z@) – Who Subvert with a 
Lie (v. 78) 

              b) The Arrogant (<yd!z@) – Who have Forged a 
Lie (v. 69a) 

           2. The Faithful LORD (vv. 75, cf. 73a) 

               a) The LORD (hwhy) – Who has Made and 
Established (v. 73a) 

               b) The LORD (hwhy) – Who Afflicts in 
Faithfulness (v. 75) 

                    - Life‟s pressures are in the Potter‟s hands:   

I. The Benefits of Affliction – As to Me (vv. 65-72) 

II. The Benefits of Affliction – As to Others (vv. 
73-80) 

     A. Agents in Affliction (vv. 78, cf. 69a, 73a, 75) 

     B. Aim in Affliction (vv. 74, 79, 80) 

         1. That Others May Experience Joy 
(Wjm*c=y!w=) through His Steadfast Hope (yT!l=j*y!) (v. 
74) 

         2. That Others May Turn to Him (yl! WbWvy*) 
in Learning (v. 79) 

             - May their knowledge be enriched from his 
experience: 

         3. That He Might be Inwardly Integrated 
Around the Word (<ym!t* yB!l!-yh!y=) (v. 80)    

I. The Benefits of Affliction – As to Me (vv. 65-
72) 

II. The Benefits of Affliction – As to Others 
(vv. 73-80) 

     A. Agents in Affliction (vv. 78, cf. 69a, 73a, 
75) 

     B. Aim in Affliction (vv. 74, 79, 80) 

     C. Appreciation of the Word in Affliction (vv. 
73-78)  

          - It is in the school of affliction that one 
learns rightly to estimate the worth of God‟s 
word and its power: 

I. The Benefits of Affliction – As to Me (vv. 65-72) 

II. The Benefits of Affliction – As to Others (vv. 
73-80) 

     A. Agents in Affliction (vv. 78, cf. 69a, 73a, 75) 

     B. Aim in Affliction (vv. 74, 79, 80) 

     C. Appreciation of the Word in Affliction (vv. 
73-78)  

         1. Discernment (v. 73b) 

         2. Confidence (v. 74b) 

         3. Knowledge (v. 75a) 

         4. Comfort (v. 76) 

         5. Delight (v. 77b) 

         6. Meditation (v. 78b) 


