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The ABC’s on the Word of 

God 

ִֽךָ׃ וּעָתְךָָ֗ כְאִמְרָת  שִֽ ה תְְּ֝ ךָ יהְוָָ֑ ֻ֣ ניִ חֲסָד  ִֽיבאֹֺֻ֣                         וִ

ךָ׃      ִֽ טַחְתִי בִדְבָר  ִֽי־בְָּ֝ ר כִ י דָבָָ֑ ֻ֣ה חרְֹפִֻ֣ ִֽעֱנ                            וְא 

ךָ יחִִָֽלְתִי׃      ֻ֣ י לְמִשְפָט  ד כִִּ֖ ָֹ֑ ת עַד־מְא ֻ֣ י דְבַר־אֱמ  ל מִפִֻ֣ ִֽאַל־תַצ ֵּ֬     וְ

ִֽד׃      יד לְעוֹלָָ֥ם וָע  ה תוֹרָתְךָָ֥ תָמִָ֗ שְמְרִָּ֖                             וְא 

שְתִי׃      יךָ דָרִָֽ ֻ֣ י פִקֺד  ה כִִּ֖ תְהַלְכָָ֥ה בָרְחָבָָ֑                           וְא 

בִֽוֹש׃      א א  ים וְלֻ֣ ָ֥ג ד מְלָכִָ֗ יךָ נ  דתֹ  ע  ה בְְ֭                      וַאֲדַבְרָֻ֣

ר אָהִָֽבְתִי׃      ֻ֣ יךָ אֲש  ע בְמִצְוֹת ָ֗ שְתִַֽעֲשַָ֥                             וְא 

ִֽיךָ׃      יחָה בְחֺק  בְתִי וְאָשִָ֥ ר אָהָָ֗ ָ֥ יךָ אֲש  צְוֹת  ִֽל־מְִ֭ י א  שִָֽא־כַפַָ֗     וְא 

w 
Verse 46 of this stanza was the motto of the 

Augsburg confession: 

Structurally this stanza is very sophisticated, this 
is due to the alphabetical acrostic use of the letter 
(w which as a prefix, means ‘and,’ ‘then,’ or ‘so’):  

 It has been suggested that the (w) has really only 
been placed here on account of the alphabetical 
requirements and therefore there is no real 
significance to it in this stanza: 

There are then some translations which do not 
have it rendered at all in the handling of the text: 

 It is best to evaluate each occurrence, paying 
attention to form, and to syntactical indicators, as 
well as the progression of the argument: 

 In doing this one will see that this not just a device but 
that it is the point of the stanza: 

 There are elements which follow in sequence (note v. 
42 „so‟ or v. 44 „so‟): 

 The theme of these compiled conjunctions (w) is the 
psalmist‟s desire to be „a strong witness among men‟ (v. 
46, cf. vv. 42a, 43):  

A petition for true, fearless, joyous, confession:  

 But this is not the only element to it because the word 
spoken is first – 

       1) The word experienced (v. 41) 

       2) The word trusted (vv. 42b, 43b)  

       3) The word obeyed (v. 44) 

       4) The word sought (v. 45) 

       5) The word loved (vv. 47b, 48b)       

I. The Request for Lovingkindness in 
Communication (vv. 41-42) 

    A. The Request and Response (vv. 41-42) 

         1. The Request – Come to Me (yn!a%b)yw!) (v. 
41) 

             a) The LORD’s Hesed (ds#j#) (v. 41a) 

                  - The most theologically significant term 
in the OT: 

                  - Some have rendered it “covenant 
loyalty,” “loyal love,” “unfailing love”: 

                  - It is a kind of love, unfathomable, 
unfailing, multifaceted, including „mercy‟ upon an 
object which is in a pitiful state:    

             b) The LORD’s Teshuah (hu*WvT=) (v. 41b) 

I. The Request for Lovingkindness in 

Communication (vv. 41-42) 

    A. The Request and Response (vv. 41-42) 

         1. The Request – Come to Me (yn!a%b)yw!) (v. 

41) 

             a) The LORD’s Hesed (ds#j#) (v. 41a) 

             b) The LORD’s Teshuah (hu*WvT=) (v. 41b) 

         2. The Response (v. 42) 

             a) The Consequence Anticipated (v. 42a) 

                  - “Then I shall have an answer for him 

who taunts me” (rb*d* yp!r=j) hn#u$a#w=): 

I. The Request for Lovingkindness in 

Communication (vv. 41-42) 

    A. The Request and Response (vv. 41-42) 

         1. The Request – Come to Me (yn!a%b)yw!) (v. 

41) 

             a) The LORD’s Hesed (ds#j#) (v. 41a) 

             b) The LORD’s Teshuah (hu*WvT=) (v. 41b) 

         2. The Response (v. 42) 

             a) The Consequence Anticipated (v. 42a) 

             b) The Confidence – “For I trust in Your 

word” (;r#b*d=B! yT!j=f^b*-yK!) (v. 42b) 

I. The Request for Lovingkindness in Communication 
(vv. 41-42) 

II. The Request for Lovingkindness in Credibility (vv. 
43-48)  

      A. The Request and Response (vv. 43-48) 

           1. The Request – Snatch not Away (lX@T-̂la^w=) (v. 
43a) 

               - To have the word of truth taken from one‟s 
mouth is to be deprived of the opportunity of speaking 
to others the wholesome truths embodied in the Word: 

               - “Enable me to speak the truth at all times” 
(GNB) 

               - “Never keep me from speaking Your truth” 
(NCV) 

I. The Request for Lovingkindness in 

Communication (vv. 41-42) 

II. The Request for Lovingkindness in 

Credibility (vv. 43-48)  

      A. The Request and Response (vv. 43-48) 

           1. The Request – Snatch not Away 

(lX@T-̂la^w=) (v. 43a) 

           2. The Response (vv. 44-48) 

               a) The Consequences Anticipated (vv. 

44-48)  
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a) The Consequences Anticipated (vv. 44-48)  

(i) Obedience (v. 44) 

      - I shall pursue this ambition throughout my life: 

      - Witness requires a context of an obedient life: 

(ii) Freedom (v. 45)  

(iii) Boldness (v. 46) 

       - Unhesitating: 

       - Unashamed: 

(iv) Satisfaction (vv. 47-48) 

       - Satisfaction is manifested in three distinct ways –  

       (a) Affectionately – Which I Love (v. 47, 48a) 

       (b) Volitionally (v. 48a) 

       (c) Rationally (v. 48b) 

I. The Request for Lovingkindness in 
Communication (vv. 41-42) 

II. The Request for Lovingkindness in 
Credibility (vv. 43-48)  

      A. The Request and Response (vv. 43-48) 

           1. The Request – Snatch not Away 
(lX@T-̂la^w=) (v. 43a) 

           2. The Response (vv. 44-48) 

               a) The Consequences Anticipated (vv. 
44-48)  

               b) The Confidence (v. 43b) 

Acts 4:29 

• “And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and 

grant that Your bond-servants may speak Your 

word with all confidence, while You extend 

Your hand to heal, and signs and wonders take 

place through the name of Your holy servant 

Jesus.”  

Ephesians 6:18-20 

• With all prayer and petition pray at all times in 

the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert 

with all perseverance and petition for all the 

saints, and pray on my behalf, that utterance 

may be given to me in the opening of my 

mouth, to make known with boldness the 

mystery of the gospel, for which I am an 

ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I 

may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.  

Colossians 4:3-4 

• praying at the same time for us as well, that 

God will open up to us a door for the word, so 

that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, 

for which I have also been imprisoned; that I 

may make it clear in the way I ought to speak. 


