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The ABC’s on the Word of 

God 

ה  רָָ֥ מְּ אֶשְּ ה וְּ יֶֶ֗ חְּ ךָ֥ אֶַֽ דְּ ל עַַֽל־עַבְּ ֹֹ֖ ך׃גְּמ בָרֶַֽ                            דְּ

וֹת מִתּוֹרָתֶַֽך      לָאֶ֗ פְּ יטָה נִִ֝ אַבִִּ֑                               ׃גַל־עֵינַָ֥י וְּ

ניִ       מֶֶ֗ ר מִִ֝ תֵָּ֥ רֶץ אַל־תַּסְּ י בָאִָּ֑ ר אָנכִֵֹּ֣ וֹתֶַֽיך׃גֵֵּ֣                        מִצְּ

כָל־עֵַֽת׃      יך בְּ פָטֶָ֥ ה אֶַֽל־מִשְּ תַאֲבִָּ֑ י לְּ שִֵּ֣ ה נפְַּ סֵָּ֣                     גָרְּ

וֹתֶַֽיך      שגִֹים מִמִצְּ ים הִַ֝ ים אֲרוּרִִּ֑ תָּ זֵדִֵּ֣ עַרְּ                           ׃גָָּ֭

יך       י עֵדתֵֶֹּ֣ וּז כִֹ֖ ה וָבִּ֑ פֵָּ֣ עָלַי חֶרְּ ל מֵַָּֽ֭ תִּי׃גֵַּ֣                           נצַָָֽרְּ

יך׃      חֺקֶַֽ יחַ בְּ ךֶ֗ ישִָָ֥ דְּ בְּ רוּ עִַ֝ בִָּ֑ י נִדְּ רִים בִֵּ֣ וּ שָָּ֭ בֵּ֣ ַֽשְּ ם יָ                 גַַּ֤

י עֲצָתִַֽי׃      י אַנְּשֵָ֥ דתֶֹיך שַעֲשֺעֶָ֗                                   גַַֽם־עֵָּ֭

g 
This strophe or stanza is comprised of four pairs 

of verses but these verses also form couplets: 

       The Acts of the LORD Enabling Obedience 

(vv. 17-18) 

              The Psalmist an Alien on Earth (vv. 19-

20) 

       The Acts of the LORD Punishing 

Disobedience and Rewarding Obedience (vv. 

21-22) 

              The Psalmist an Object of Rebuke (vv. 23-

24) 

g 
I. Living a Holy Life – Desired (v. 9) 

II. Living a Holy Life – Hindrances (vv. 19, 21, 23) 

      A. Our Passions can Make Living the Holy Life 
Difficult: 

      B. Our Circumstances can Make Living the Holy 
Life Difficult (vv. 19, 21, 23) 

           1. Alien residency: 

           2. Society contains those who go astray morally:  

               - “Arrogant, insolent” (<yd!z@) 
               - They despise God and His people with “scorn 

and contempt” (zWbw* hP*r=j#) 
           3. Personal opposition is encountered – Even 

disapproval of influential people:      

g 
I. Living a Holy Life – Desired (v. 9) 

II. Living a Holy Life – Hindrances (vv. 19, 21, 
23) 

III. Living a Holy Life – In the courts of earth 
(vv. 17-24) 

       A. Realize that Life is More than Just Living 
(vv. 17-18)  

            1. Living is not Merely Physical Existence 
(;r#b*d= hr*m=v=a#w= hy#j=a#) (v. 17)  

                - Note the two-fold reference to the 
Psalmist as “servant” (;D=b=û) – loyalty and 
submissiveness (vv. 17, 23b): 

                - Life is desirable in order to serve God: 

g 
I. Living a Holy Life – Desired (v. 9) 

II. Living a Holy Life – Hindrances (vv. 19, 21, 
23) 

III. Living a Holy Life – In the courts of earth 
(vv. 17-24) 

       A. Realize that Life is More than Just Living 
(vv. 17-18) 

            1. Living is not Merely Physical Existence 
(;r#b*d= hr*m=v=a#w= hy#j=a#) (v. 17)  

            2. Living Aright needs Divine 
Enlightenment – “Uncover my eyes” (yn^yu@-lĜ) 
(v. 18) 

g 
I. Living a Holy Life – Desired (v. 9) 

II. Living a Holy Life – Hindrances (vv. 19, 21, 
23) 

III. Living a Holy Life – In the courts of earth 
(vv. 17-24) 

       A. Realize that Life is More than Just Living 
(vv. 17-18) 

       B. Recognize the Reality of the Situation and 
Maintain Proper Priority (vv. 19-20) 

            1. There is no Abiding Resting-Place (v. 
19a) 

                - The psalmist lives the pilgrim (Jr#a*b* 
yk!n{a* rG@) existence: 

g 
I. Living a Holy Life – Desired (v. 9) 

II. Living a Holy Life – Hindrances (vv. 19, 21, 23) 

III. Living a Holy Life – In the courts of earth (vv. 17-24) 

       A. Realize that Life is More than Just Living (vv. 17-18) 

       B. Recognize the Reality of the Situation and Maintain 
Proper Priority (vv. 19-20) 

            1. There is no Abiding Resting-Place (v. 19a) 

            2. There is need for Abiding Consciousness of God’s 
Commands (v. 19b) 

                - The psalmist petitions for the rules of conduct for 
the journey of life to remain in living consciousness for him 
(“Do not hide…from me” yN!M#m! rT@s=T^-la^): 

               - YHWH’s commandments give insight into the 
meaning of life in order that it may be lived to its fullest 
significance: 

g 
I. Living a Holy Life – Desired (v. 9) 

II. Living a Holy Life – Hindrances (vv. 19, 21, 23) 

III. Living a Holy Life – In the courts of earth (vv. 17-24) 

       A. Realize that Life is More than Just Living (vv. 17-18) 

       B. Recognize the Reality of the Situation and Maintain 
Proper Priority (vv. 19-20) 

            1. There is no Abiding Resting-Place (v. 19a) 

            2. There is need for Abiding Consciousness of God’s 
Commands (v. 19b) 

            3. Hence the Intense Longing (hb*a&t^l= yv!p=n̂ hs*r=G*) 
(v. 20) 

                - “My heart aches with longing” (GNB) 

                - “I wear myself out with desire” (NCV)  

                - “Crushed” (hs*r=G*) the excessive strain of spiritual 
desire:   
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g 
I. Living a Holy Life – Desired (v. 9) 

II. Living a Holy Life – Hindrances (vv. 19, 21, 23) 

III. Living a Holy Life – In the courts of earth (vv. 17-24) 

       A. Realize that Life is More than Just Living (vv. 17-18) 

       B. Recognize the Reality of the Situation and Maintain 
Proper Priority (vv. 19-20) 

      C. Rest Upon God’s Providential Justice (vv. 21-22) 

            - Just as God rebukes those who despise His word, He 
can deliver His servants from their reproach:   

       D. Resolve Yourself to the Word (vv. 23-24)  

            - The word of the Lord must dominate –  

              1) Mind (j^yc!y*):  
              2) Affections (yu*v%u&v)̂: 

              3) Practical advice (yt!x*u& yv@n=a^):   


