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Know the Word of God to Know 

the God of the Word: 

The ABC’s on the Word of 

God 

ךָ׃ ֶֽ רֶּ דְבָּ ר כִּ ֹֹּ֗ שְמ ת־אָרְח֑וֹ לִִּ֝ ר אֶּ עַּ ה־נַַּּ֭ ה יזְַּכֶּ ֶּ֣ מֶּ                 בַּ

ֶֽיךָ׃      צְוֹתֶּ מִּ נִּי מִּ שְג ֹ֗ יךָ אַל־תִַּ֝ שְתִּ֑ י דְרַּ ִּ֥ בִּ ל־לִּ                  בְכָּ

ֶֽךְ׃      א־לָּ ֶֽחֱטָּ א אֶּ ן לֶּ֣ עַּ מַֹּ֗ ךָ לְִ֝ ֑ תֶּ מְרָּ י אִּ נְתִּ ֶּ֣ פַּ י צָּ בִּ לִּ                בְַּ֭

יךָ׃      ֶֽ קֶּ נִּי חֺּ ִּ֥ מְד  ה לַּ ה יהְוָֹּ֗ ִּ֥ תָּ ר֖וּךְ אַּ                                בָּ

ֶֽיךָ׃     י־פִּ שְפְט  ל מִּ ֹ֗ ִֹּ֝ י כ רְתִּ ֑ פַּ י סִּ ִּ֥ תַּ שְפָּ                             בִּ

וֹן      ל־הֶֽ ל כָּ ֶּ֣ י כְעַּ שְתִּ יךָ שַֹּ֗ ִּ֥ דְוֹתֶּ ךְ ע  רֶּ ֖                           בְדֶּ

ֶֽיךָ׃      ֹּתֶּ ֹּרְח ה א יטָּ בִֹּ֗ אַּ ה וְִ֝ יחָּ שִּ֑ יךָ אָּ ִּ֥ דֶּ קֺּ                          בְפִּ

ךָ׃      ֶֽ רֶּ ח דְבָּ ֶּ֣ שְכַּ א אֶּ ע לַּ֭ ֑ עֲשָּ ֶֽשְתַּ יךָ אֶּ ִּ֥ ֹּתֶּ ק                       בְחֺּ

b  
           If Aleph expressed the longing (v. 5) then 

Beth puts some legs on the desire: 

           The practical way of moving forward is to fix 
one’s longing on the LORD and His Word (vv. 
10, 12): 

           Here within the next two stanzas (Beth, 
Gimel) and even beyond we have the 
classroom and curriculum for life –  

              1) God – the gracious teacher 

              2) The Psalmist – the dependent student  

              3) The Textbook – the sufficient Word 

              4) The Classroom – this world  

b  
I. The Question Raised – By what means? 

(hM#B^) (v. 9a) 

    - The question is practical:  

    - The question poses an illustrative case – “a 

young man” (rûN̂-): 

    - The question regards a situation where the 

life of purity is under constant pressure:    

b  
I. The Question Raised – By what means? (v. 9a) 

II. The Issue – Outward (v. 9a) 

     - How does he “keep pure (hK#z^y=) his way (ojr=a*-
ta#, “course of living and acting”)”? 

     - The issue is holiness or sanctification:  

     - How does one purify or cleanse one’s way or 

walk, to keep it from the spotting of sin, or free 

it from it? 

     - By keeping according to God’s Word (;r#b*d=K! 
rm{v=l!):   

     - Regulate by God’s revelation:     

b  
I. The Question Raised – By what means? (v. 9a) 

II. The Issue – Outward (v. 9a) 

III. The Answer – Inward (vv. 10-16)  

The possibility of a pure life depends on –  

       A. The Direction of the Will (v. 10) 

            1) The deliberate direction (seek ;yT!v=r^d=) of 
the whole heart (yB!l!-lk*B=) Godward:  

            2) The exercise of specific prayer (yn!G@v=T^-
la^): 

                 - The child of God exerts them self, but 
does not trust them self: 

b  
I. The Question Raised – By what means? (v. 9a) 

II. The Issue – Outward (v. 9a) 

III. The Answer – Inward (vv. 10-16)  

The possibility of a pure life depends on –  

       A. The Direction of the Will (v. 10) 

       B. The Contents of Heart and Memory (v. 11a) 

            - The word of God is not merely an outward rule 
of conduct but to be a motive power and a life within 
in opposition to selfish action: 

            - “In heart” (yB!l!B=) not merely the seat of 
affections, but also the seat of thought and intellect, 
the seat of moral responsibility, and the seat of 
purpose and planning (cf. Prov 4:23): 

            - “Treasured up” (yT!n=p̂x*) as in a place of utmost 
safety: 

b  
I. The Question Raised – By what means? (v. 9a) 

II. The Issue – Outward (v. 9a) 

III. The Answer – Inward (vv. 10-16)  

The possibility of a pure life depends on –  

       A. The Direction of the Will (v. 10) 

       B. The Contents of Heart and Memory (v. 11a) 

       C. The Proper Regard for God – Adoration (v. 

12a) 

       D. The Teachable Spirit (v. 12b) 

            - (cf. vv. 26, 33, 64, 66, 68, 108, 124, 135) 

b  
I. The Question Raised – By what means? (v. 9a) 

II. The Issue – Outward (v. 9a) 

III. The Answer – Inward (vv. 10-16)  

The possibility of a pure life depends on –  

       A. The Direction of the Will (v. 10) 

       B. The Contents of Heart and Memory (v. 11a) 

       C. The Proper Regard for God (v. 12a) 

       D. The Teachable Spirit (v. 12b) 

       E. The Pre-occupations of the Mouth (v. 13)  

            - The verse opens with “lips” (yt̂p*c=B!) and ends 
with “mouth” (;yp!-): 

            - Our conversation replete with what God has 
spoken:  
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b  
I. The Question Raised – By what means? (v. 9a) 

II. The Issue – Outward (v. 9a) 

III. The Answer – Inward (vv. 10-16)  

The possibility of a pure life depends on –  

       A. The Direction of the Will (v. 10) 

       B. The Contents of Heart and Memory (v. 11a) 

       C. The Proper Regard for God (v. 12a) 

       D. The Teachable Spirit (v. 12b) 

       E. The Pre-occupations of the Mouth (v. 13)     

       F. The Affections (vv. 14, 16a) 

            - (v. 14) “Rejoice” (yT!c=c^) is an exuberant, 
enthusiastic, deep seated delight, transcendent 
contentment: 

            - (v. 16) “Delight” (reflexive uv*u&T^v=a#) “I delight 
myself” “in Your statutes” (;yt#Q{j%B=), the sphere of delight 
stated first in the verse:    

b  
I. The Question Raised – By what means? (v. 9a) 

II. The Issue – Outward (v. 9a) 

III. The Answer – Inward (vv. 10-16)  

The possibility of a pure life depends on –  

       A. The Direction of the Will (v. 10) 

       B. The Contents of Heart and Memory (v. 11a) 

       C. The Proper Regard for God (v. 12a) 

       D. The Teachable Spirit (v. 12b) 

       E. The Pre-occupations of the Mouth (v. 13)     

       F. The Affections (vv. 14, 16a) 

       G. The Subjects of Thought (vv. 15, 16b) 

            - “I will muse, ponder with delight, give serious 
consideration to” (hj*yc!a*) (cf. vv. 23, 27, 48, 78, 97, 99, 
148) 

            - “I will look unto, have regard to” ( hf*yB!a^w=) 

The love for God’s word is love for God: 

This love is seen in the inner delight and joy in 

God and His revelation: 

This love is expressed in a heart attitude, in 

affections, in actions, and in words: 

In his total being the godly man cries out for 

God and delights in His will: 


