
1/22/2012 

1 

I. The Creation of the New Man (2:1-
10) 

 

II. The Creation of the New 
Humanity (2:11-22) 

Individual sinners have obtained the 
gracious gift of salvation on the basis 
of God‘s grace through faith: 

But they are not left alone, they are 
united with others into a corporate 
unity – the church, Christ‘s body 
(1:22-23):        

I. The Creation of the New Man (2:1-10) 

The Old Walk (2:2) (periepathvsate) 

 

   We were Dead (2:1) 

       We were Enslaved (2:2-3a) 

          We were Condemned (2:3b) 

  

   God Made Alive (2:4-5) 

       God Raised (2:6a) 

          God Seated (2:6b) 

      

The New Walk (2:10)(peripathvswmen) 

 

 The origins of God’s saving initiative –  

    1) God‘s ‗Mercy‘ (v.4),  

        ejlevo" ―mercy‖ – is His compassion for 

the helpless issuing in action for their 

relief: 

        Mercy then is not mere emotion, but 

affection creating actual assistance: 

 The origins of God’s saving initiative –  

    1) God‘s ‗Mercy‘ (v.4),  

    2) God‘s ‗Great Love‘ (v.4),  

        dia – gives greater insight as to the 

motivation behind how God has acted: 

        ―great (thVn pollhVn) love …. with which 

HE (aujtou') loved us (h{n hjgavphsen hJma'")‖: 

        "His love" marks more distinctly that it 

is from Him alone and His attitude of love 

that this mercy proceeds: 

 The origins of God’s saving initiative –  

    1) God‘s ‗Mercy‘ (v.4),  

    2) God‘s ‗Great Love‘ (v.4),  

    3) God‘s ‗Rich Grace‘ (vv.5, 7, 8), and  

         This term clearly expresses a key 

theme in this letter (1:6, 7-8; 3:2, 7-8; 4:7): 

 

 The origins of God’s saving initiative –  

    1) God‘s ‗Mercy‘ (v.4),  

    2) God‘s ‗Great Love‘ (v.4),  

    3) God‘s ‗Rich Grace‘ (vv.5, 7, 8), and  

        By way of emphatic parenthesis (v. 5 
cavritiv ejste sesw/smevnoi): 

        This perfect periphrastic construction 
(present finite verb and the perfect passive 
participle): 

         "By grace you have been saved in past 
time completely, with the result that you 
are in a state of salvation which persists":  

 

1:15 Διὰ ηοῦηο κἀγὼ ἀκούζαρ ηὴν καθʼ ὑμᾶρ 

πίζηιν ἐν ηῷ κςπίῳ Ἰηζοῦ καὶ ηὴν ἀγάπην 

ηὴν εἰρ πάνηαρ ηοὺρ ἁγίοςρ 

3:1 Τούηος σάπιν ἐγὼ Παῦλορ ὁ δέζμιορ ηοῦ 

Χπιζηοῦ [Ἰηζοῦ] ὑπὲπ ὑμῶν ηῶν ἐθνῶν — 

3:14 Τούηος σάπιν κάμπηω ηὰ γόναηά μος 

ππὸρ ηὸν παηέπα, 

2:8 ηῇ γὰπ σάπιηί ἐζηε ζεζῳζμένοι διὰ 

πίζηεωρ· καὶ ηοῦηο οὐκ ἐξ ὑμῶν, θεοῦ ηὸ 

δῶπον· 

 The origins of God’s saving initiative –  

    1) God‘s ‗Mercy‘ (v.4),  

    2) God‘s ‗Great Love‘ (v.4),  

    3) God‘s ‗Rich Grace‘ (vv.5, 7, 8), and  

    4) God‘s ‗Kindness toward us in Christ 

Jesus‘ (v.7) 

I. The Creation of the New Man 

(2:1-10) 
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God has Reached Far to Bring 

Us Near 

Alienation to Reconciliation 

In NT times: 

 Between slaves and owners:  

      One of the greatest problems facing the church 

during this time was the relationship between 

Christian slaves and Christian owners: 

 Between husbands and wives: 

      Often women were looked down upon as 

inferior beings, treated a little better than slaves: 

 Between Greeks and everyone else: 

      So proud of their culture and their supposed 

racial superiority they considered everyone else 

to be barbarians:   

     Cicero (a Roman statesman) wrote: ―As 

the Greeks say, ‗All men are divided into 

two classes, Greeks and Barbarians.‘‖  

      Livy (Roman) wrote that Greeks 

continuously waged a truceless war 

against all other peoples holding them to 

be barbarians:  

      So the early church had to deal with 

barriers not only between Jew and Gentile 

but also between Greeks and other 

Gentiles:  

In NT times: 

 Between slaves and owners:  

 Between husbands and wives: 

 Between Greeks and everyone else: 

 Between Jew and Gentile: 

      This was a burning issue in the time of Paul:  

      F.F. Bruce states: ―no iron curtain, color bar, 
class distinction or national frontier of today is 
more absolute than the cleavage between Jew 
and Gentile was in antiquity‖:  

      He further states that the transformation that 
enabled Jew and Gentile to become truly one in 
Christ was ―the greatest triumph of the gospel in 
the apostolic age‖:   

 2:11-15 – ‘Horizontal reconciliation’ – in 

Christ the great barrier between Jews and 

Gentiles was removed, and the Gentiles 

united with believing Israel: 

 2:16-22 – ‘Vertical reconciliation’ – both 

Jew and Gentile are brought to God (16-

17), given access to him (18), and made 

into the heavenly temple indwelt by him 

(19-22):  

I. The Creation of the New Man (2:1-10) 

II. The Creation of the New Humanity 

(2:11-22) 

      A. The Revelation of the Union (2:11-

13) 

           1. The remembrance of alienation 

(vv. 11-12) 

               a) The call to remember 
(mnhmoneuvete) (v. 11a) 

               b) The condition to remember 
(o{ti poteV uJmei'"…o{ti h\te) (v. 12)  

 

b) The condition to remember (v. 12) 

(1) We were without Christ (cwriV" 
Cristou') (v. 12a; cf. v. 13 Cristw/`  *Ihsou`) 

      Without any Messianic hope for the 
future: 

(2) We were alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel 
(ajphllotriwmevnoi th'" politeiva" 
tou' jIsrahVl) (v. 12b)  

 

b) The condition to remember (v. 12) 

(1) We were without Christ (cwriV" Cristou') 
(v. 12a; cf. v. 13 Cristw/`  *Ihsoù) 

(2) We were alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel (ajphllotriwmevnoi 
th'" politeiva" tou' jIsrahVl) (v. 12b)  

(3) We were aliens to the covenants of 
promise (xevnoi tw'n diaqhkw'n th'" 
ejpaggeliva") (v. 12c; cf. 3:6)  

       In the OT God is never said to have made 

a covenant with the Gentiles as such: 

       His covenants were all made with Israel, 

and His promises were all made to Israel:  

b) The condition to remember (v. 12) 

(1) We were without Christ (cwriV" 
Cristou') (v. 12a; cf. v. 13 Cristw/`  *Ihsou`) 

(2) We were alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel 
(ajphllotriwmevnoi th'" politeiva" 
tou' jIsrahVl) (v. 12b)  

(3) We were aliens to the covenants of 
promise (xevnoi tw'n diaqhkw'n th'" 
ejpaggeliva") (v. 12c; cf. 3:6)  

(4) We were without hope (ejlpivda mhV 
e[conte") (v. 12d) and 

      We were without the very ‗quality‘ of 
hope for the future: 

(5) We were without God (a[qeoi) (v. 12d) 
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I. The Creation of the New Man (2:1-10) 

II. The Creation of the New Humanity (2:11-

22) 

      A. The Revelation of the Union (2:11-13) 

           1. The remembrance of alienation (vv. 

11-12) 

            2. The reality of reconciliation (v. 13) 

                a) “In Christ Jesus” (ejn 
Cristw'/ jIhsou') 

                b) “In the blood of Christ” (ejn tw'/ 
ai{mati tou' Cristou')    

 

I. The Creation of the New Man (2:1-10) 

II. The Creation of the New Humanity (2:11-22) 

      A. The Revelation of the Union (2:11-13) 

      B. The Exposition of the Union (2:14-18) 

           2:14 Αὐηὸρ γάπ ἐζηιν ἡ εἰπήνη ἡμῶν, ὁ 
ποιήζαρ ηὰ ἀμθόηεπα ἓν καὶ ηὸ μεζόηοισον ηοῦ 
θπαγμοῦ λύζαρ, ηὴν ἔσθπαν ἐν ηῇ ζαπκὶ αὐηοῦ, 15 
ηὸν νόμον ηῶν ἐνηολῶν ἐν δόγμαζιν καηαπγήζαρ, 
ἵνα ηοὺρ δύο κηίζῃ ἐν αὐηῷ εἰρ ἕνα καινὸν 
ἄνθπωπον ποιῶν εἰπήνην 

 4x in the next 4 verses we have ‘peace’: 

Christ is our peace not merely achieved our 
peace, it is Christ in His own person who 
embodies our peace:    

I. The Creation of the New Man (2:1-10) 

II. The Creation of the New Humanity (2:11-

22) 

      A. The Revelation of the Union (2:11-13) 

      B. The Exposition of the Union (2:14-18) 

           1. He broke down the barrier (toV 

mesovtoicon tou' fragmou' luvsa") (v. 14)      

I. The Creation of the New Man (2:1-10) 

II. The Creation of the New Humanity (2:11-
22) 

      A. The Revelation of the Union (2:11-13) 

      B. The Exposition of the Union (2:14-18) 

           1. He broke down the barrier (toV 
mesovtoicon tou' fragmou' luvsa") (v. 14)  

           2. He abolished the law of commands 
(toVn novmon tw'n ejntolw'n ejn dovgmasin 
katarghvsa") (v. 15a) 

               The fasts, feasts, foods, offerings, 
circumcision, sacrifices, and penalties: 

               These the basis of a bitter 
exclusiveness to the Jew and a despised and 
ridiculed thing to Gentiles:     

I. The Creation of the New Man (2:1-10) 

II. The Creation of the New Humanity (2:11-22) 

      A. The Revelation of the Union (2:11-13) 

      B. The Exposition of the Union (2:14-18) 

           1. He broke down the barrier (toV 
mesovtoicon tou' fragmou' luvsa") (v. 14)  

           2. He abolished the law of commands (toVn 
novmon tw'n ejntolw'n ejn dovgmasin katarghvsa") (v. 
15a) 

           3. He created a single new humanity (i{na 
touV" duvo ktivsh ejn aujtw'/ eij" e{na kainoVn 
a[nqrwpon) (v. 15b) 

           4. He reconciled Jew and Gentile to God 
(ajpokatallavxh/ touV" ajmfotevrou" ejn eJniV swvmati 
tw'/ qew') (v. 16) 

          5. He achieved and announced (kaiV ejlqwVn 
eujhggelivsato) (vv. 17-18)      
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I. The Creation of the New Man (2:1-10) 

II. The Creation of the New Humanity (2:11-22) 

      A. The Revelation of the Union (2:11-13) 

      B. The Exposition of the Union (2:14-18) 

      C. The Consequences of the Union (2:19-22) 

           1. God’s kingdom (ajllaV ejsteV sumpoli'tai) (v. 
19a)  

           2. God’s family (kaiV oijkei'oi tou' qeou') (v. 
19b) 

           3. God’s temple (eij" naoVn a{gion) (vv. 20-22)   

                a) The Foundation (v. 20) 

                b) The Formation (v. 21) 

 

I. The Creation of the New Man (2:1-10) 

II. The Creation of the New Humanity (2:11-22) 

      A. The Revelation of the Union (2:11-13) 

      B. The Exposition of the Union (2:14-18) 

      C. The Consequences of the Union (2:19-22) 

           1. God’s kingdom (ajllaV ejsteV sumpoli'tai) (v. 
19a)  

           2. God’s family (kaiV oijkei'oi tou' qeou') (v. 
19b) 

           3. God’s temple (eij" naoVn a{gion) (vv. 20-22)   

                a) The Foundation (v. 20) 

                b) The Formation (v. 21) 

                c) The Function (v. 22) 

 

God has Reached Far to Bring 

Us Near 

Alienation to Reconciliation 


