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ihe Praise of the Pre-eminent One he Ghrist centeredness of (Col 2:6
(Col1:15-20) 15)
mpwTdTOKOG xal abtdg doriv 4 )
(“and He Himself is”) “before all things”
(“and He Himself is”) “the head”
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“Sorthat He Himself will come to have first place in
& toniv everything”
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I éortv
(“all things through Him")

v avTg...
(“all things in Him”)
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shhe higher life is a Christ oriente

The ne%ect of the body will never heal the soul’s

sickness but will only aggravate it:
Heaven-born individuals cannot gain satisfaction in

sanctification from earth-born remedies:

“In Christ,” reflects their tie to a higher
society, the Christian Community:
This description provides an orientation for
the rest of the letter:
- The Colossians were located in Christ:
- Christ was their spiritual environment
and provided a common ground for the
appeal of the apostle Pa

. Christ is the image of God in the sense that he
is the exact likeness of God(1:19, 2:9)

Christ is the im;;ge of God in the sense that the
ﬂ'afure and being of God are perfectly revealed in
im.
God is hidden in the mysterious depths of His
own being.
It is Christ who brought God within our gr

Ghirist centered motivations for

ylamestic relationships (Col 3:18-4:1)

1) Thefirst considers the created world
including the material creation and
supernatural beings:

2) The second considers the reconciliation of
these various created elements which have
gone astray:

Inrespect to His deity He cannot belong to
the category of time and space:

He is not a mere creature, but is in a class by
Himself, raised high above every creature:

‘Therefore the next assertion comes - He is
prior to, He is distinct from, and He is highly
exalted above every creature:
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Supremacy of Christ over the Church:

Submission to Christ in the Church:

Theidea of the image of God and how the image
is a manifestation of God:

His incarnation did not make him the image
of God.

Christ always has been, is, and always will be
theimage of God. The verb “to be” in Greek
carries a natural stative meaning, i.e. showing a
state of being rather than an action.

This reflects His pre-eminence in relation to
eternity, this is a timeless a-temporal present. The
Son is the eternally outward projection of God.

Christ is before all creation in time (i.e. he is
Ppre-existent)

Christ is over all creation in rank and dignity:

Christ is unique, being distinguished from all
creation. He is both prior to and supreme over all
creation since He is its Lord:

As firstborn He is heir and ruler of all:
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The reason for asserting the supremacy of The very One who djed upon the cross knows
Christ over creationis seen in the fact that - to by'name iz s bt T sl
Him it owes its unity, to Him it owes its ihis very One not onlyknows them He
meaning, to Him it owes it very existence: %u 1c}‘els fhen; an:luHe"slustams t.h:lm: !
Prry— he “laws of nature” have no independent L o !
Canditiaring Eaise existence, they are the expression (%f His will: éktioOn Aorist passive

Of all creatures He is sovereign, therefore Indicativ
there is no justification for trusting in,

seeking after, or worshiping any creature, ~ R e
r s 2 ouvéaTnkev Perfect
even if the creature be an angel (2:18): n <

active Ir

(Christisisupremeiand Christ is supremely sufficient

fig OeéTnTOg

Tfg BedTTOG &V a0TQ OWHATIKGDG KOTOLKET.
In Him bodily  dwells.....of the deity | A\

In Him permanently
In Him, namely in Gl sty
His e

bodily manifestation
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| Corporeal” "
JO—HLL’—l physical, material,
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divine powers and
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(1:15)
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